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REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  the  statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  with  the 
earnest  desire  of  promoting  the  cause  of  education  in  the  town,  your 
Committee  present  the  following  report  of  the  schools,  for  the  past  year  : 

DISTRICTS  ABOLISHED. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  town  voted  to  discontinue  the  school 
districts, — thus  antedating  by  a  very  short  time  the  action  of  the  Leg- 
islature, abolishing  the  district  system  throughout  the  state. 

In  one  respect,  at  least,  the  change  is  a  great  improvement.  As  the 
district  organization  was  not  kept  up,  repairs  of  school  property  were 
made  with  great  difficulty,  and  were  often  neglected  as  long  as  possible, 
with  safety  to  the  lives  of  the  children,  to  say  nothing  of  their  health. 
A  little  done  seasonably  might  have  avoided  the  great  expense  incurred 
by  delay.  Now,  the  school  property  can  be  taken  care  of  by  the  town 
without  any  trouble  in  paying  for  repairs. 

Then  again,  there  is  less  friction  in  the  employment  of  teachers,  and 
the  oversight  of  the  schools  by  one  Committee,  than  there  was  in  the 
old  way  of  having  Prudential  and  Superintending  Committees,  in  which 
neither  knew  exactly  what  duties  were  assigned  them,  and  no  general 
plans  could  be  made  for  the  schools,  if  there  is  slight  jarring  in  mak- 
ing the  change,  when  the  new  regime  is  fully  inaugurated,  we  think 
that  it  will  prove  to  be  much  better  than  the  old. 

SCHOOL  PROPERTY. 
When  the  school  property  came  into  the  town's  possession,  the  North 
School-house  was  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition.  It  has  been  com- 
pletely renovated  and  put  in  most  excellent  order.  The  roof  has  been 
re-shingled,  the  walls  and  ceiling  re-plastered,  a  new  floor  laid,  patent 
chairs  and  desks  furnished.  The  entire  expense  of  these  improvements 
was  generously  defrayed  by  Francis  Dane,  Esq.,  in  accordance  with  his 
own  proposal,  upon  condition  that  the  town  should  paint  the  building 
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without  and  within,  and  should  furnish  a  new  heating  apparatus- 
Terms,  so  favorable,  were  most  gladly  accepted. 

Some  of  the  other  school-houses — especially  the  West, — need  im- 
provements in  order  to  preserve  the  property,  and  render  the  buildings 
thoroughly  fit  for  school  purposes. 

MONEY  FOR  SCHOOLS. 
The  town  appropriated  $1000  for  the  support  of  the  schools.  From 
the  School  Funds  of  the  State  has  been  received  $125  13,  which  add- 
ed to  the  town's  appropriation  makes  an  aggregate  of  $1125  13. 
This  amount  divided  equally  among  the  four  schools  gave  $281  28  1-4 
to  each  school. 

STATISTICS 
of  the  several  schools  are  the  following  : 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 
Summer  Term.    Teacher,  Miss    Laura  Woodbury,  of  Hamilton ; 
wages  of  teacher  per  month  $22  00  ;  length  of  term,  4  1-2  months; 
whole  number  of  scholars,   30  ;  average  attendance,  22  ;  number  un- 
der five  years  of  age,  0  ;  number  over  fifteen,  2  ;  perfect  in  attendance,  0. 

Winter  Term.    Teacher,  Mr.  R.  Henry  Parkinson,  of  Temple,  N. 

H.  ;  wages  of  teacher  per  month  $53  33  1-3  ;  length  of  school,  3 
months;  whole  number  of  scholars,  34;  average  attendance,  26; 
number  under  five  years  of  age,  1  ;  number  over  fifteen,  13  ;  perfect  in 
attendance,  2, — Frank  Dane,  and  Mary  A.  Chase. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 
Summer  Term.    Teacher,  Miss  Lydia  A.  Dane,  of  Hamilton:  wages 
of  teacher  per  month,  $24  00;  length  of  school  4  1-2  months;  whole 
number  of  scholars,  34  ;   average  attendance,  23  ;  number  under  five 
years  of  age,  2  ;  number  over  fifteen,  0  ;  perfect  in  attendance,  0. 

Winter  Term.  Teacher,  Mr.  J.  Henry  Allen,  of  Surry,  N.  H.  ; 
wages  of  teachei  per  month,  $53  33  1-3;  length  of  school,  3  months; 
whole  number  of  scholars,  23  ;  average  attendance,  17  ;  number  un- 
der five  years  of  age,  0  ;  number  over  fifteen,  1  ;  perfect  in  attendance, 

I,  — Frank  T.  Goodhue. 


5 


EAST  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  Teacher,  Miss  Thirza  E.  Burnham,  of  Essex: 
wages  of  teacher,  per  month,  $22  00;  length  of  school,  4  1-2  months  ; 
whole  number  of  scholars,  27  ;  average  attendance,  20.6  ;  number  of 
scholars  under  five  years  of  age,  5  ;  number  over  fifteen,  0  ;  perfect  in 
attendance,  7, — Abby  L.  Byors,  Charlotte  A.  Channel,  Mary  E. 
Channel,  Nellie  P.  Knowlton,  Lottie  W.  Whipple.  Annie  L.  Whipple, 
and  Arthur  Channel. 

Winter  Term.  Teacher,  Mr.  R.  E.  Avery,  of  Thetford,  Vt. ;  wages 
of  teacher  per  month,  $53  33  1-3  :  length  of  school,  3  months  ;  whole 
number  of  scholars,  3.4  ;  average  attendance,  26.7  ;  number  under 
five  years  of  age,  0  ;  number  over  fifteen,  12  ;  perfect  in  attendance,  0 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Teacher  through  the  year,  Miss  Sophia  F.  Lovering,  of  Hamilton  : 
wages  per  month,  31  61  9-30. 

Summer  Term.  Length  of  school,  4  3-4  months ;  whole  number 
of  scholars,  38  ;  average  attendance,  29  ;  number  under  five  years  of 
age,  0  ;  number  over  fifteen,  0  ;  perfect  in  attendance,  2, — Jane  F. 
Dodge,  and  Walter  Preston. 

Winter  Term.  Length  of  school,  3  months  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars,  41  ;  average  attendance,  32  ;  number  under  five  years  of 
age,  0  ;  number  over  fifteen,  8  ;  perfect  in  attendance,  2 — , Walter 
Preston,  and  Edward  Tibbetts ;  perfect  in  attendance  through  the 
year,  1, — Walter  Preston. 


PER  CENT.   OF  ATTENDANCE. 
Summer  Term.  Winter  Term- 

East  School,  81  83 

South    m  78  ,  78 

North    *«  70  76 

West    "  66  7  4 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  in  the  whole  town  for  the  year   75 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  children  of  this  town,  whose  names 
have  been  entered  upon  the  several  registers,  have  been  absent  from 
school  one  quarter  part  of  term  time.  In  this  estimate,  no  account 
has  been  taken  of  time  lost  by  tardiness  and  dismissal.  But  the  loss 
to  these  children  is  far  greater  that  is  indicated  by  the  time  spent  away 
from  school.  The  mind  is  diverted  from  study.  The  class  has  pro- 
gressed and  the  pupil  is  left  behind.    When  he  enters  school  again,  he 
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must  be  a  drag  upon  the  other  members  of  the  class,  or  recite  by  him- 
self.   Reciting  separately  fritters  away  time  and  cannot  be  tolerated. 

Absence  through  sickness  and  occasionally  impassable  roads  is  un- 
avoidable. But  this  can  hardly  be  greater  than  the  absence  occasioned 
by  the  vice  of  tardiness  and  dismissal ;  so  that  we  still  have  a  loss  of 
a  qnarter  part  of  term  time  ;  and,  consequently,  a  waste  of  a  quarter 
part  of  the  money  applied  to  school  purposes,  equal,  during  the  past 
year  to  $281  00.  It  is  the  same  as  though  one  teacher  had  been  em- 
ployed to  occupy  a  school -room  for  seven  and  a  half  months,  had  been 
provided  with  the  usual  amount  of  fuel,  and  no  scholar  had  been  pres- 
ent to  receive  instruction. 

We  appeal  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of  children  to  correct  this 
grievous  evil,  that  their  money  be  not  wasted,  and,  what  is  of  infinite- 
ly greater  consequence,  that  the  children  be  not  deprived  of  the  advan- 
ages  for  education  which  are  liberally  provided. 

SCHOOL  LAW. 

It  is  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  to  the  fol- 
lowing statute  of  the  State  : 

"Every  person  having  under  his  control  a  child  between  the  ages  of 
eight  and  fourteen  years,  shall  annually  during  the  continuance  of  his 
control  send  such  child  to  some  public  school  in  the  city  or  town  in 
which  he  resides,  at  least  twelve  weeks,  if  the  public  schools  of  such 
city  or  town  so  long  continue,  six  weeks  of  which  time  shall  be  con- 
secutive ;  and  for  every  neglect  of  such  duty  the  party  offending  shall 
forfeit  to  the  use  of  such  city  or  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dol- 
lars." 

There  are  a  few  parents  and  guardians  in  this  town  who  are  liable 
to  prosecution  under  this  statute  ;  ana^ unless  the  evil  is  speedily  reme- 
died, it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  proper  officers  to  inquire  into  these  cas- 
es and  prosecute  the  offending  parties.  We  sincerely  hope,  however, 
that  a  thoughtful  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  themselves  and  their 
children  will  prevent  any  farther  infraction  of  the  statute,  and  render 
unnecessary  and  impossible  all  action  at  law. 

TEACHERS. 

The  town  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  teachers  employed 
during  the  year.  Three  of  those  having  charge  of  the  summer 
schools  were  young  and  somewhat  inexperienced  ;    but  they  were  all 
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faithful  and  successful  to  a  good  degree.  A  farther  continuance  in  the 
work  of  teaching  will,  doubtless,  give  them  such  eminence  as  comes 
only  from  long  practice. 

Perhaps  never, — surely  not  for  several  years, — have  all  the  schools 
been  favored  with  such  excellent  instructors,  as  those  of  the  last  win- 
ter term.  The  three  young  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Senior  Class  in 
Dartmouth  College,  brought  to  their  work  excellent  native  talent, 
much  experience  in  teaching,  large  acquisitions,  fine  culture,  polished 
manners,  and  the  highest  moral  character.  They  were  indefatigable 
in  their  industry,  generally  thorough  in  their  instruction  and  discipline, 
and  "  apt  to  teach."  Could  they  have  the  charge  of  these  schools 
for  several  terms  to  come,  these  schools  must  be  raised  to  the  first 
rank.  The  general  influence  of  these  )Oung  men  upon  the  communi- 
ty has  been  pre-eminently  beneficial,  and  their  example  worthy  of  im- 
itation. May  their  successors  be  equally  deserving  of  the  public  con- 
fidence. 

The  South  School  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  having  the 
same  teacher  through  the  year,  as  well  as  in  several  preceding  terms 
Her  long  and  successful  career  as  an  instructor  of  children  and  youth 
in  this  and  neighboring  towns  gives  her  superior  qualifications.  The 
quiet,  regular  methods  of  order,  the  careful  exactness  in  recitation,  the 
diligent  searching  of  the  pupil's  knowledge  to  make  sure  that  the  sub- 
ject in  hand  is  perfectly  understood,  the  conscientious  fidelity  to  duty, 
are  in  the  highest  degree  commendable.  The  rich  fruits  of  these  high 
qualities  were  very  satisfactorily  apparent  in  all  the  exercises  of  the 
closing  examination.  Possibly  a  little  more  lively  manifestation  of 
that  kindly  sympathy  with  the  children  which  she  possesses  abundant- 
ly at  heart,  would  give  her  still  greater  power  for  good  over  the  young 
mind. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

Considerable  change  has  been  made  in  the  school  books.  Sargent's 
Readers  (old  series),  Colton  and  Fitch's  Geographies,  Tower's  Spell- 
ers, and  Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner's  Writing  Books,  have  been  ex- 
changed for  the  Analytical  Readers,  Guyot's  Geographies,  Union 
Spellers,  and  Spencerian  Writing  Books. 

The  Readers  hitherto  in  use  had  been  so  much  read  as  to  be  almost 
known  by  heart.  They  afforded  very  little  stimulus  to  effort  in  the 
attainment  of  excellence  in  reading.  The  publishers  having  issued  a 
new  series,  with  so  little  distinction  in  title  from  that  of  the  old,  as  to 
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require  very  special  care  in  the  purchase,  it  was  thought  that  confu- 
sion would  be  avoided,  and  equal  or  greater  progress  made  in  this  most 
important  branch  of  education,  if  Readers  by  a  different  editor  "were 
substituted.  The  Analytical  series  are  interesting  and  attractive  in 
their  style,  generally  judicious  in  the  selections,  and  well  adapted  to 
different  degrees  of  proficiency  in  the  scholars. 

Colton  and  Fitch's  Geographies  had  become  very  nearly  obsolete, 
and  must  soon  be  out  of  print.  Guyot's  Geographies  are  designed  to 
make  the  child  feel  that  he  is  learning  not  dry  definitions  and  the  po- 
sition of  a  few  dots  and  lines  on  a  map,  but  that  he  is  really  learning 
about  the  earth,  a  portion  of  which  he  beholds  every  day.  The  draw- 
ing of  maps  is  much  encouraged,  not  merely  to  cultivate  the  taste  of 
an  artist,  but  to  fix  indelibly  in  the  mind  the  great  physical  and  polit- 
ical features  of  the  globe.  Upon  the  theory — a  true  one — that  Ge- 
ography must  be  the  study  of  a  lifetime,  the  grand  outlines  are  pre- 
sented in  bold  relief,  while  the  minor  details  are  but  lightly  touched, 
or  entirely  left  for  future  investigation. 

Tower's  Spellers  have  for  several  years  failed  to  give  satisfaction  to 
the  committee,  the  teachers,  and  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  the 
people.  Several  Spellers  by  different  authors  were  examined,  but  re- 
jected as  presenting  little  evidence  of  improvement.  They  were  con- 
structed too  much  upon  one  idea.  Similarity  of  sound  was  the  leading 
principle  of  arrangement  in  one  book.  A  system  of  definitions  was 
the  basis  of  another.  In  a  third,  some  other  principle.  In  the  Union 
Speller,  all  the  important  principles  are  happily  introduced  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  learner,  and  the  book  is  one  of  the  best  aids  to  the  rapid 
and  accurate  understanding  of  Knglish  orthography  and  orthoepy. 

In  Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner's  Series  of  Writing  Books,  there 
are  too  many  numbers  for  use  in  common  schools.  The  elements  of 
the  letters  and  the  methods  of  uniting  them  are  too  complicated. 
These  defects  are  remedied  in  the  Spencerian  Series. 

These  changes  of  books  have  involved  some  expense  to  the  town  ; 
but  it  is  expected  by  your  committee  that  several  years  will  elapse  be- 
fore any  further  changes  will  be  needed  in  the  school  books  upon  these 
branches  of  education.  The  good  wrought  by  the  change  is  already 
distinctly  manifest  in  the  schools,  and  we  look  for  even  greater  results 
in  future  terms. 
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The  following  is  the 

LIST  OF  SCHOOL  BOOKS, 
as  now  authorized  by  the  commmittee  : 

The  Bible  ;  the  Analytical  Series  of  Readers,  through  the  Fifth  ; 
the  Union  Spellers  ;  Guyot's  Primary  and  Intermediate  Geographies  ; 
Tower's  Elementary  and  Kerl's  Grammars  ;  Quackenbos'  History  of 
the  United  States  ;  Eaton's  Primary,  Intellectual,  and  Common 
Schools  Arithmetics  ;  and  the  Spencerian  Writing  Books. 

All  these  books  may  be  obtained  at  A.  A.  Whipple's  Store: 

That  Parents  and  guardians  as  well  as  teachers  and  scholars  may  be 
fully  acquainted  with  them,  we  subjoin  to  this  report, 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  HAMILTON, 

ADOPTED    BY    THE    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

1.  The  school  hours  shall  be,  for  the  morning,  from  9  o'clock  to 
12,  throughout  the  year,  and  for  the  afternoon,  from  1  1-2  to  4  1-2  in 
the  summer  ;  in  the  winter,  from  1  to  4  o'clock. 

2.  Each  teacher  shall  punctually  observe  the  time  appointed  for 
opening  and  dismissing  the  schools,  and  shall  make  no  occasional 
change  from  the  regular  hours  without  first  consulting  the  school  com- 
mittee. 

3.  The  morning  exercises  of  the  school  shall  commence  with  the 
reading  of  the  Bible,  by  every  scholar  able  to  read  ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  rtading  be  followed  by  some  devotional  service. 

4  There  shall  be  a  recess  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten 
minutes  each  half  day,  for  every  pupil — the  sexes  to  take  their  recess- 
es separately. 

5.  In  cases  of  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  or 
when  they  may  des're  any  temporary  indulgence,  the  teacher  shall  ap- 
ply to  the  school  committee  for  advice  and  direction. 

6.  No  studies  shall  be  pursued  in  any  of  the  schools,  or  any  text 
book  used  or  introduced,  except  those  authorized  by  the  school  com- 
mittee. 

7.  Each  teacher  shall  faithfully  keep  the  school  register,  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  each  register  shall  be  kept  in 
the  school  room  for  the  inspection  of  the  committee. 
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8.  The  following  holidays  shall  be  allowed,  viz  :  all  legal  holidays, 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoon  in  summer  and  every  Satur- 
day in  winter.  No  change  or  omission  in  the  regular  days  of  keeping 
school  shall  be  made  without  previous  permission  from  the  school 
committee. 

9.  Punctual  and  regular  attendance  shall  be  required  of  every 
scholar.  Any  one  absent  or  tardy  shall  be  required  to  present  a  writ- 
ten excuse  from  parent  or  guardian  ;  and  if  any  scholar  shall  be  guilty 
of  absence  or  tardiness  for  three  times  without  such  excuse  he  shall  be 
reported  to  the  committee  as  guilty  of  disorderly  conduct.  No  one 
shall  be  excused  before  the  close  of  the  session  of  school  without  such 
written  excuse.  All  the  written  excuses  shall  be  kept  on  file  by  the 
teacher  for  the  inspection  of  the  committee. 

10.  No  pupil  shall  in  any  way  deface  or  injure  any  school  house, 
schoolroom,  or  furniture  of  any  school  room;  and  all  violations  of 
this  rule  shall  be  reported  by  the  teacher  to  the  school  committee, 
that  the  offender  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  case  may  require. 

11.  Each  teacher  will  be  held  to  the  strict  observance  of  these 
rules,  and  any  departure  therefrom,  without  satisfactory  excuse,  will 
be  regarded  as  a  reason  for  dismissal  from  office. 

S.  F.  FRENCH,     i    Q  ,  . 
D.  E.  SAFFORD,  i  nScho°  f 
N.  B.  BUTLER,    )  Committee- 


Hamilton,  March,  1870. 


